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The Link Between Education and Health
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Education and Health
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Less Education, Shorter Lives
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Why the Differences?
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Connecting the Dots
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Indicator

Gilpin Court 

(Tract 301)

Westover Hills

(Tract 606)

Median Household Income $10,263 $77,583

% of Population 16+ years that are 

unemployed
19.1 2.2

% of insured population with private 

health insurance
10.7 84.6

% of total population with no health 

insurance
16.7 5.8

% of families with income in the past 12 

months below the federal poverty level
73.2 1.1

% of families with female headed 

households
91.6 11.3

Racial composition

89.8% 

black/African-

American

88.2% white

Source: 5-year estimates from the 2009-2013 American Community Survey

Gilpin Court and Westover Hills, 2009-13
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Source: Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia:  Where You Live Makes All The Difference:  An 

Opportunity Map of the Richmond Region
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Richmond Virginia, 2012

Source: Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia:  Where You Live Makes All The Difference:  An 

Opportunity Map of the Richmond Region
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Redlining Richmond
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http://www.virginiamemory.com/online-exhibitions/files/original/bb7a4c54bb6a27b639a6eb8e4a9bcb9a.jpg
13



V I R G I N I A  C O M M O N W E A L T H  U N I V E R S I T Y  * C E N T E R  O N  S O C I E T Y  A N D  H E A L T H

From Redlining to Public Housing, 

Richmond Virginia, 2012

Source: http://www.phonehome.org/Portals/0/Images/PDF/whereyouliivemakesallthedifferenceoppmapreport.pdf14

Map of Redlining Map of Public Housing Concentration
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Source: http://dsl.richmond.edu/holc/pages/home

HOLC map, 1937

Life Expectancy at 

Birth, 2002-11
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Does School Desegregation Work?
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RPS History of Busing, Rezoning and 

School Closures

18



V I R G I N I A  C O M M O N W E A L T H  U N I V E R S I T Y  * C E N T E R  O N  S O C I E T Y  A N D  H E A L T H

2013 RPS Rezoning
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2020-2021 RPS Rezoning Project
• Engage the community by:

– Providing multiple authentic opportunities for all stakeholders to share their ideas and provide 
feedback

– Creating an advisory body of community representatives to help guide the process

– Engaging local historians and other community leaders

– Reviewing and leveraging past rezoning efforts

• Develop new zones for RPS schools that improve the student experience by:
– Ensuring safe, equitable, and more timely transportation; and leveraging natural boundaries 

when possible

– Increasing student diversity of all kinds within schools

– Alleviating overcrowding and minimizing, if not eliminating, the use of trailers

– Planning for future student population trends and future development

– Expediting student placement in modern facilities after rezoning through a variety of 
measures including new school construction, as well as potential consolidations and closures 
(revised)

• Develop a plan for the disposition of vacant and non-instructional 
(owned/rented) properties in an effort to:

– Raise funds for new school construction

– Develop mutually beneficial partnerships with Richmond cultural institutions

– Focus more time, energy, and money on our core work: teaching and learning

• Update the RPS Facilities Plan based on Goals 1, 2, and 3.
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Life Expectancy at Birth by RPS 

Elementary School Zones (current)
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Life Expectancy at Birth by RPS 

Elementary School Zones (current)

86 - 89

81 - 85

77 - 80

72 - 76

67 - 71

Life Expectancy
at Birth (yrs)
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Median Household Income by RPS 

Elementary School Zones (current)

Median Household
Income

$10,878 - $28,879

$28,879 - $35,679

$35,679 - $48,750

$48,750 - $61,420

$61,420 - $221,979
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Persons of Color (%) In Population by RPS 

Elementary School Zones (current)

Persons of Color (%)

2.3 - 21.8

21.9 - 50.3

50.4 - 76.4

76.5 - 88.7

88.8 - 99.2
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Life Expectancy at Birth by RPS 

Middle School Zones (current)

86 - 89

81 - 85

77 - 80

72 - 76

67 - 71

Life Expectancy
at Birth (yrs)
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Median Household Income by RPS 

Middle School Zones (current)

Median Household
Income

$10,878 - $28,879

$28,879 - $35,679

$35,679 - $48,750

$48,750 - $61,420

$61,420 - $221,979
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Persons of Color (%) In Population by RPS 

Middle School Zones (current)

Persons of Color (%)

2.3 - 21.8

21.9 - 50.3

50.4 - 76.4

76.5 - 88.7

88.8 - 99.2
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Life Expectancy at Birth by RPS 

High School Zones (current)

86 - 89

81 - 85

77 - 80

72 - 76

67 - 71

Life Expectancy
at Birth (yrs)
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Median Household Income by RPS 

High School Zones (current)

Median Household
Income

$10,878 - $28,879

$28,879 - $35,679

$35,679 - $48,750

$48,750 - $61,420

$61,420 - $221,979
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Persons of Color (%) In Population by RPS 

High School Zones (current)

Persons of Color (%)

2.3 - 21.8

21.9 - 50.3

50.4 - 76.4

76.5 - 88.7

88.8 - 99.2
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Contact information

Derek A. Chapman, PhD

Email: Derek.Chapman@vcuhealth.org

www.societyhealth.vcu.edu


